validating his arbitrary action in throwing out the Prussian
Ministers and deposing the Diet; the restriction of the
franchise to abolish the anomaly of the " boy and girl
vote ", and to combine a new form of proportional repre-
sentation with the idea of voting for only a single candidate.
This would have broken the impasse of many elections,
for under the then existing system the vote was split and
through the type of P.R. system in vogue unknown candi-
dates and meaningless Parties obtained blocks of votes
which would otherwise have been given to the larger
Parties and this on many occasions robbed the largest
Party of a working majority and caused a second election.
Papen maintained that these innovations would remove
the Party caucus, forgetting that the Herrenklub was
caucusdom personified. In order to avoid any further
challenge to his authoritative rule, he inserted a clause in
his plan which provided that the Government was not
subject to the Reichstag, but held office from the personal
goodwill of the President. This was greeted with enthusiasm
by the Herrenklub) for as Papen *s Cabinet was virtually
one of its committees, its members, many of whom were
personal friends of the Hindenburgs* and Palace Clique,
saw the Junker camarilla permanently enthroned in the
management of the Reich.
The knowledge of the existence of this new plan to be
put into operation by the Chancellor, decided the Nazi
leaders upon a policy of uncompromising relentlessness
against von Papen's nominees in the elections, but their
efforts were abortive, because the Party itself was again
in the throes of domestic and financial difficulties. Roehm,
the chief of the staff of the S.A., had been chatting over
his Left leanings with Strasser and mutterings were being
heard among the rank and file. Von Papen, to whom
promises came lightly, forgetful of those he had made to
Hitler, took upon himself the duty of making a tour of
the Rhineland and the Ruhr in order to impress upon the
Nazi backers in those districts the patriotic need of with-
holding further finance from the National Socialist election
fund. In this he was successful, for the Nazi deficit after
the elections ran into millions of marks,
L                                  161